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Credentials Committee Report 
April 20, 2017 
111 Student Services Building 
 
 
Present: Amy Broemmel (chair), Chad Black, and Jim Larson. Not present (but submitted votes 
electronically): Reza Abedi, Nuria Cruz-Camara, Jens Gregor, and Rudy Santore. 
 
22 applications were submitted for review. The committee reviewed the applications and: 
♦ 1 was found to be “automatically approved,” as a result of tenure (Cristian Batista from 
the Department of Physics and Astronomy). 
♦ 21 were discussed and approved for doctoral directive status by the committee as 
indicated below. 
 
The following faculty members were recommended for approval to direct dissertations as 
follows: 
 
 
Employee 
Name Title Current Department Approval 
Initial Approval of Tenure Track Faculty without Tenure (Probationary) 
Liu, Jian Assistant Professor Physics and Astronomy Until Tenure 
Gollapinni, 
Sowjanya 
Assistant 
Professor Physics and Astronomy Until Tenure 
Coleman-King, 
Chonika 
Associate 
Professor 
Theory and Practice in 
Teacher Education Until Tenure 
Lennon, 
Elizabeth M. 
Associate 
Professor 
Comparative and 
Experimental 
Medicine/Small Animal 
Clinic 
Until Tenure 
Denavit, Mark Assistant Professor 
Civil and Environmental 
Engineering Until Tenure 
Initial Approval of Non-Tenure Track Faculty 
Tschaplinksi, 
Timothy 
Joint Faculty 
Professor 
Bredesen Center-Energy 
Science and Engineering 
5 years, through the 2021-2022 
academic year 
Sankaran, 
Ramahan 
Joint Faculty 
Associate 
Professor 
Bredesen Center-Energy 
Science and Engineering 
5 years, through the 2021-2022 
academic year 
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Polsky, Yarom 
Joint Faculty 
Assistant 
Professor  
Bredesen Center-Energy 
Science and Engineering 
5 years, through the 2021-2022 
academic year 
Muchero, 
Wellington 
Joint Faculty 
Assistant 
Professor 
Bredesen Center-Energy 
Science and 
Engineering/Plant Sciences 
5 years, through the 2021-2022 
academic year 
McManamay, 
Ryan 
Joint Faculty  
Assistant 
Professor 
Bredesen Center-Energy 
Science and Engineering 
5 years, through the 2021-2022 
academic year 
Kalinin, Sergei 
Joint Faculty 
Associate 
Professor 
Bredesen Center-Energy 
Science and Engineering 
5 years, through the 2021-2022 
academic year 
Fuhr, Peter Joint Faculty Professor 
Bredesen Center-Energy 
Science and Engineering 
5 years, through the 2021-2022 
academic year 
Finney, Charles 
Joint Faculty 
Associate 
Professor 
Bredesen Center-Energy 
Science and Engineering 
5 years, through the 2021-2022 
academic year 
Belianinov, Alex 
Joint Faculty 
Assistant 
Professor 
Bredesen Center-Energy 
Science and Engineering 
5 years, through the 2021-2022 
academic year 
Smith, David H. 
Research 
Associate 
Professor 
Theory and Practice in 
Teacher Education 
5 years, through the 2021-2022 
academic year 
Continuing Approval of Faculty with Tenure 
Dunn, Patrick Associate Professor 
Educational Psychology and 
Counseling 
10 years, through the 2026-
2027 academic year 
Thayer-Bacon, 
Barbara Professor 
Educational Psychology and 
Counseling 
10 years, through the 2026-
2027 academic year 
Gross, Peter Professor Journalism and Electronic Media 
10 years, through the 2026-
2027 academic year 
Liuzza, Roy M. Professor English 10 years, through the 2026-2027 academic year 
Freire, Alex Associate Professor Mathematics 
10 years, through the 2026-
2027 academic year 
Renewal of Non-Tenure Track Faculty 
Kennel, Stephen 
J. Professor 
Comparative and 
Experimental Medicine 
5 years, through the 2021-2022 
academic year 
 
